When the right voice gets drowned out, bad things happen. How many times have
you run into the wall? You know when it happens. Maybe it’s some bad choices that you've
made or that you’re making right now, even though you know they go against Jesus. Maybe
it’s been a slow drifting away from your Shepherd after the things calling you. Don’t think
for a second that will end up well. Jesus describes it as even worse than a broken nose:
“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.” It is not an innocent thing to ignore the
voice of Jesus. He is the only Gate to heaven! Despite what any other voice might tell you,
without Jesus you will be left outside.

That’s why we want you every single day to hear the voice of your Shepherd Jesus.
You can’t eliminate all the other voices you hear every single day. But you can make sure
that the voice that stands out in your life above all the others is the voice of your Savior.
Just listen to his words! “I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will
come in and go out, and find pasture. I have come that they may have life, and have it to the
full” You have a Shepherd who was willing to die for his sheep. Who forgives you for every
time you’ve run into the wall. Who loves you more than anything. Who right now is calling
you by your name. Not a single one of you is here today by accident. Jesus brought you
here, because you are his.

And today Jesus stands before you and makes a great declaration that he wants you
to remember him by: “I am the gate.” Do you get now why that is such a wonderful thing?
What could possibly be greater than the doorway to God and to heaven? Jesus says, “Come
to me and you will find pasture—rest. Rest from your sorrows. Rest from your worries.
Rest from your sins. Rest from all the confusion you see out there.” What can anyone else
offer you compared with Jesus? He is constantly looking over his flock. He knows every
one of you by name, and he loves you more than his own life. And one day, through his
gate, you will go to eternal life.

[ got to see the Gate in action again this week. A dear friend of our congregation
named Arturo passed away this past Monday. He had battled cancer for a number of years
and was weak and sick and suffering. And he spent these last weeks lying in a hospital bed,
hardly able to talk. Even Muhammad Ali in his prime couldn’t do anything for him. But Je-
sus could, and this past Monday he gathered up his sheep in his arms and walked right into
heaven like only Jesus can. Because he’s the Gate! Listen to his voice. Follow him. You will
have life, and have it to the full.
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“I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but
climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2The man who enters by the
gate is the shepherd of his sheep. 3 The watchman opens the gate for him, and the
sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. * When
he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him
because they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will
run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” ¢Jesus used
this figure of speech, but they did not understand what he was telling them. 7 There-
fore Jesus said again, “I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who ever
came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. °1
am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out,
and find pasture. 1° The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come
that they may have life, and have it to the full.”

I Am the Gate!

In 1964, a man made a very bold statement: “I am the greatest! 'm the greatest
thing that ever lived!” Do you know who that was? The boxer Cassius Clay—Ilater called
Muhammad Ali. Still today he is known by that declaration: “I am the greatest!” And that’s
just what Jesus does today. He makes a declaration of who he is that he wants us to re-
member about him. He declares: “I am the gate for the sheep.” But don’t you feel like tap-
ping Jesus on the shoulder and saying, “Umm, Jesus? Can’t you do better that than? A gate?
That doesn’t sound that great.” You'll see! Today’s Good Shepherd Sunday, but Jesus wants
to give us another picture of who he is: “I am the gate.”

For that to make any sense, you have to understand whom Jesus was talking to. He
was talking to the Pharisees. They were the proud, self-appointed religious experts in Isra-
el. They were the kind of people who looked down at you when they talked, because they
considered themselves the gatekeepers of the kingdom of God. If you wanted to get to
heaven, you had to go through them. If you put it in terms of sheep and shepherds, they
were convinced they were the wise shepherds, and all the people were sheep who desper-
ately needed them to get close to God. So when this guy Jesus began telling people to be-
lieve in him, it didn’t sit well at all with the Pharisees.

So Jesus decided to teach them the truth about shepherds and gates and sheep. “I
tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by
some other way, is a thief and a robber. The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his
sheep.” If you're like me, you probably don’t know too much about the shepherding practic-
es of ancient Israel. But each night, sheep from different flocks were gathered together in a
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pen that only had one gate. In the morning, each shepherd would come to that gate and call
his sheep. They would hear his voice and follow him out. There is only one gate. Anyone
who didn’t use that gate was a robber.

[ think you know what Jesus meant. But the Pharisees didn’t get it. They were con-
vinced that the path to God had to pass through them. So Jesus laid it out for them as clear
as he could: “I am the gate for the sheep. All who ever came before me were thieves and rob-
bers, but the sheep did not listen to them. [ am the gate; whoever enters through me will be
saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture.” Is this starting to make sense? It was a
bold declaration! There is only one gate for people to enter into heaven: Jesus. Any other
shepherd with any other voice or message is actually a robber trying to hurt the sheep. Je-
sus boldly declared: “I am the gate for the sheep.”

Compare that with what the voices around us today are saying about the way to
heaven. Here are some of the things I've been hearing lately: “There are lots of different
religions, but they all end up at the same place.” “It doesn’t matter what you believe, as
long as you believe.” “There are lots of different names, but it’s all the same God.” I don’t
know about the older folks here, but for people from my generation, this is what we've
grown up with, isn’t it? If Jesus were around today, he wouldn’t be very popular. Because
Jesus’ claim to be the one gate to God doesn’t fit very well with, “There are many paths to
heaven, so just choose the one that works best for you.”

Let’s stop here for a second. Heaven is God’s house, so apply that same logic to your
house and see if it fits. Would you be willing to say to everyone here: “There are many
ways to get into my house, so just choose the one that works best for you.” If it’s the front
door—come right on in. If you want to break a window and crawl in, we’d love to have you.
If you want to take a big bulldozer from over on Washington Ave., knock over a wall, and
walk into my bedroom, hey—whatever works for you! That’s ridiculous, isn’t it? It's your
house. You decide who gets to enter, and if anyone tries to enter in any other way other
than the front door, you call the police!

So why do people expect God’s house to work differently? Heaven is God’s house,
not ours. He gets to decide how to enter heaven, not us. Why would it be any other way?
The beautiful thing is that God has decided to invite every single person to his house, with-
out exception. You're invited! And here is the way God has chosen for people to enter his
house: Jesus is the gate. You enter through faith in him. This is good news! You don’t have
to fight to get to heaven. You don’t have to guess at whether you’ll make it. God sent Jesus
to save us from our sins, and so no one can be saved without Jesus. Jesus is very emphatic
about that—"“I am the gate for the sheep!”

With all this talk about sheep, Pastor Degner should be up here preaching. I'm the
last person who should be talking about farm animals. But thankfully Jesus teaches us all
that we need to know about sheep. He says: “The sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own
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sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of
them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. But they will never follow a
stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s
voice.” Jesus highlights one thing sheep are good at: They’re not the brightest animals, but
they do follow their shepherd’s voice.

A pastor many years ago decided to test this out. He went out in the country, found
a shepherd, and watched his sheep follow right behind him. Then the pastor asked if he
could give it a try. So he called to the sheep, and they scattered in all directions. But he
wasn’t done. He asked the shepherd to swap clothes. So the pastor put on the shepherd’s
clothes and called out just the way the shepherd had called. And the sheep ran away. Then
the shepherd put on the pastor’s clothes and called out just the way the pastor had called.
And they followed right behind him. Sheep can’t do a lot of things well, but they are good at
one thing: They know their shepherd’s voice.

So, sheep of God, how well do we do that? The one thing we as God’s sheep are sup-
posed to be good at is knowing our Savior’s voice and running away from the voices of
strangers. And every single day we are flooded with voices: The morning news. The radio
in the car and at work. Emails. Facebook. Internet sites. Texts. Phone calls. TV shows. Mov-
ies. Voices calling us from every direction! And every voice is trying to influence us. Every
voice we hear is affecting our thinking in some way. There are voices telling you to ques-
tion the Bible. Voices telling you to open up and live a little. Voices telling you not to tie
yourself down with this religion thing.

We could go on and go. Voices telling you there’s no time for Jesus. You're too tired,
too busy. Voices telling you to hold God at an arm’s length so he’s there when you need
him, but won'’t interfere with living your life the way you want to live. So can you still hear
Jesus’ voice? How often do we stop to listen to him? If Jesus’ voice doesn’t stand out very
much for us today, it's not because Jesus’ isn’t calling. His Word is right here. It’s because
we're not taking the time to listen. Not every voice is right. Not every person wants what’s
best for you. There is only one Gate to God and heaven—]Jesus! If only we could just be
sheep who follow our Savior’s voice.

Because it's dangerous not to hear Jesus’ voice. There was a moment in one of my
college basketball games that I will never forget. It didn’t have anything to do with basket-
ball. During a timeout, one of the fastest football players decided to amuse the crowd by
trying to run a gopher on the college court before the timeout ended, with one catch—he
was blindfolded. So he raced up and down the court, and a friend told him when to touch
the line and turn. When the timeout was almost over, the crowd was cheering louder and
louder. And as he ran his last full length, the crowd was so loud, that he didn’t hear the
voice of his friend telling him to turn around, so he crashed full speed into the wall,
knocked one of the doors off of its hinges, and broke his nose.



