Midweek Lenten Service
March 25, 2020

Our Lenten Worship: The Victor Speaks
We are glad that you have joined us for our service today, and we
pray that you will be strengthened in your faith in Jesus. We invite
you to join us again over the coming weeks for our special Lenten
and Holy Week services.
"He made my mouth like a sharpened sword.
in the shadow of his hand he hid me;
he made me into a polished arrow
and concealed me in his quiver." -Isaiah 49:2
During Lent our eyes focus on the cross of Jesus Christ. The Crucified is lifted up, helplessly hanging and dying on the tree between
heaven and earth. But his hanging on the cross, His defeat, is His
victory. Through it He established His royal rule over all nations.
So from the mouth of the suffering Savior comes the sword of his
victorious word. His seven words from the cross reveal this victory.
This Lent our look at the seven words from the cross will show us
Christ the Victor, who makes us victors in the face of defeat. This
evening Pastor Kelly’s message will consider the fifth word from the
cross: I thirst.
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OPENING HYMN
CW 100 vv. 1-2: A Lam b Go es Unco m p laining Fo rth
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OPENING PRAYER
P: Lord God, you have brought us safely to this hour of evening
prayer. We thank you for providing all that we need for body
and life. Bless us who have gathered in your name. Forgive our
sins. Speak to our hearts. Dispel our sorrows with the comfort
of your Word, and receive our hymn of thanks and praise,
through Jesus Christ, our living Savior, who reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
PSALM 6

Psalm 6 is the first of seven psalms that are traditionally called “the penitential
psalms. Unlike the other 6 psalms, this psalm does not have an explicit confession of sins. Yet it does clearly identify sin as the source of al our hardships and
misery. David’s thoughts move from anguished prayer to confident trust in the
Lord.

Refrain
O LORD, do not rebuke me in your anger*
or discipline me in your wrath.
Be merciful to me, LORD, for I am faint;*
O LORD, heal me, for my soul is in anguish.
Turn, O LORD, and deliver me;*
save me because of your unfailing love.
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Refrain
I am worn out from groaning.*
My eyes grow weak with sorrow.
Away from me, all you who do evil,*
for the LORD has heard my weeping.
The LORD has heard my cry for mercy;*
the LORD accepts my prayer.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL,
www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

PSALM PRAYER
P: Lord God, you are merciful and tenderhearted, abounding in
love and faithfulness. Turn to us in our anguish over sin and
hear our cry for mercy that we may be at peace; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We Hear God’s Word
PASSION READING—PART FOUR
Matthew 27:11-31
As we follow the story of Jesus’ suffering and death for our sins, we hear
how Judas hung himself and Pontius Pilate—the Roman governor—
condemned Jesus to die.
Judas Hangs Himself

Early in the morning, all the chief priests and the elders of the people came to
the decision to put Jesus to death. They bound him, led him away and handed him
over to Pilate, the governor.

When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he
was seized with remorse and returned the thirty silver coins to the chief
priests and the elders. “I have sinned,” he said, “for I have betrayed innocent
blood.”
“What is that to us?” they replied. “That’s your responsibility.”
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So Judas threw the money into the temple and left. Then he went away and
hanged himself.
The chief priests picked up the coins and said, “It is against the law to put this
into the treasury, since it is blood money.” So they decided to use the money to
buy the potter’s field as a burial place for foreigners.
That is why it has been called the Field of Blood to this day. Then what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: “They took the thirty silver coins, the
price set on him by the people of Israel, and they used them to buy the potter’s
field, as the Lord commanded me.”
Jesus before Pilate
Meanwhile Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him,
“Are you the king of the Jews?”
“Yes, it is as you say,” Jesus replied.
When he was accused by the chief priests and the elders, he gave no answer.
Then Pilate asked him, “Don’t you hear the testimony they are bringing against
you?” But Jesus made no reply, not even to a single charge—to the great amazement of the governor.
Now it was the governor’s custom at the Feast to release a prisoner chosen by
the crowd. At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Barabbas. So when
the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked them, “Which one do you want me to release
to you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” For he knew it was out of envy
that they had handed Jesus over to him.
While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him this message:
“Don’t have anything to do with that innocent man, for I have suffered a great
deal today in a dream because of him.”
But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas
and to have Jesus executed.
“Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” asked the governor.
“Barabbas,” they answered.
“What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called Christ?” Pilate asked.
They all answered, “Crucify him!”
“Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate.
But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!”
When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was
starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I am innocent of this man’s blood,” he said. “It is your responsibility!”
All the people answered, “Let his blood be on us and on our children!”
Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him
over to be crucified.

6

P:

This is the Word of the Lord. All we like sheep have gone
astray, and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. By
his wounds we are healed.

HYMN

CW 123: Lo rd Jesus Ch rist Yo u Set Us Free

SERMON
John 19:28-29
Later, knowing that all was not completed, and so that the
Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” A jar of vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a
stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips.
Victorious Lowliness

We Respond to God’s Word
EVENING PRAYER
P: O God our Father, by your mercy and might, the world turns
safely into darkness and returns again to light. We place into
your hands our unfinished tasks, our unsolved problems, and
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our unfulfilled hopes, knowing that only what you bless will
prosper. To your great love and protection, we commit each
other and all those we love, knowing that you alone are our sure
defender; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.
BLESSING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: Amen.
CLOSING HYMN

CW 591: O Trinity, Mo st Blesse d Ligh t
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